Approved For Release 2003/12/10 : CIA-RDP82-00047R00040050000¢0 Lb (/6@

CLASSIFICATION  CONFIDENTIAL

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT NO

INFORMATION REPORT ;.. oA
COUNTRY Hungary DATE DISTR. & Jun 1954
SUBJECT Activities of the State Bureau of F 2

' Religious Affairs/Techniques Used to NO. OF PAGES

Control the Catholic Church
PLACE ‘
ACQUIRED eemeeee N.l%EDOEEEJ’\;InCLS'
DATE . -
ACQUIRED BY SOURCE gggglﬁ%'Mf\EgT o

25X1A

DATE OF INFORMATION
i R THIS 1S LINEVALUTED. INFORMATION

SOURCE

1.

30‘

STAT

Until December of 1951 the State Bureau of Religious Affairs, headquarters
in Budapest, sent reliasble civilians to the various dioceses to control
and direet the activities of bishops. These so-called '"Assistants to the
Bishop" were at the bishops' sides at all times, Any decisions in
ecclegiastical matters or matters pertaining to proper functioning of a
diocese had to be reviewed by the "assistant" who in turn would forward
information to Budapest for final approval. A bishop's letter to the
parish pastors had tc be censored before mailing. Often times, sentences
or paragraphs were added o the bishop's letter by the State Bureau of
Religious Affairs. In-all cases these additions were contrary to the
teachings of the Cetholic Church, Failure to sign such a letter or
directive, on the pert of the bishop, meant immediate arrest and imprison-

ment .

In eafly‘1952, the mistake of using civilians as assistants had been
realized and in their places "Priests of Peace" were appointed to earry on

the same duties.

I would estimate that there are approximately 30 "Priests of Peacé"lin all
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of Hungary.
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L. ‘In 1952 only four seminaries 5ﬁ§7theologiéal studies were in operation. The
semineries were located in Eger, Gyor, Budapest, and Kelocsa. It was heré that the
"priests of Peace™ made attempts to introduce Merxism with no succese. To counteract
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this failure the régime planted students in the seminaries to act as sples.
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5. The followlng are some of the techniques used to control the Catholic Church:

; Priests with influénce or reputation are immediately removed.
Appointments and transfers of priests and pestors are made &t the discretlon
. of the State Bureau of Religious Affairs.
A Dbishopts letter to his pastors undergoes censorship before mailing.
d Priests who refuse reading a bishops letter are arrested.
A constent surveillance of the entlre clergy. The burean is fully aware of
who the visitors are and how often such visits ave made.
f) Refusel o6 give Christian burisl %o known Com .:ists results in disappearance
. of pastor. S
sg Priests are not allowed to teach religion to school children.
In the confesslonal a priest can glve little, if any, advice for fear that
. he may be talking to a,Communist who would report him immediately.

- end =
uamm SUBJECT & AREA copgs

4

ISQ’M I

845, | 3™

139.22 3

135. 41 3™

)

CONFIDENTIAT,

Approved For Release 2003/12/10 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400500006-5



